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Wavrsxc given a brief account of the early life of Mr. Colman, and of 
bis views and feelings in relation to the Christian ministry ; we shall now 
state the exercises of his mind on the subject of preaching the gospel to the 
beathen. It appears from this part of his history, that an ardent desire to 
‘$e engaged in missionary service, was associated with his first wishes to 
become a minister of Christ. When he panted for the salvation of sit 
gers—they were sinners in heathen lands for whom he felt a more than com- 
mon solicitude. And when he thought of a field of labour, his eyes were 
directed to regions where the people were sitting in darkness, and the shae 
dow of death. 

He was deterred by some weighty considerations from making a full dis- 
closure of these feelings at the time he was licenced to preach. But his 
being a fellow student with an amiable and pious youth who was under the 

tronage of the Boston Baptist Foreign Missionary Society, kept alive the 
sentiments which had been long planted in his breast. As the time drew 
pear, when his young friend was about to offer himself as a missionary, Mr. 
Colman could suppress his views no longer; and after a season of much 
anxicty and disquietude of spirit, he addressed the following letter to lig 
Pastor. 





S , September 12, 1816. 

Rev. and dear Sir, 
The day in which we live is distinguished for remarkable events not only 
In the political, but in the religious world. Wherever we turn our eyes, we 
behold the triumphs of divine grace. The Lord is pouring out his Spirit 
on various parts of our own lund; sinners are converted, and the’ bounday 
ries of the Redeemer’s kingdom areenlarged. If we look beyond the shores 
on which we dwell, and examine other sections of the world, are we not 
constrained to say, that the set time to favour Zion hascome? Does nog 
the wilderness already begin to blossom as the rose, and are not streams of 
water breaking out in the parched desert? Cold and insensible must be 
that Christian whose bosom is not filled with joy, when he hears that Pae 
gans are renouncing their idolatry, and directing theit adorations arid’ prat 
ses to the Prince of Heaven: that heathen priests are burning their idols4 
"Se = that Ethiopia is stretching out her hands unto God, and that a number of 
Be dews are even now gaibeny! unto the spiritual Shiloh. Bus these rentarkae 
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ble events have not been accomplished by an extraordinary effort of At. 
mighty power. Means have been employed. I cannot mention the names 
of the British and Foreign Bible Society, and of the Baptist Foreign Mis. 
sionary Society of England, without a mixture of admiration and awe, . 
‘What heavenly light have they imparted to a benighted world! “What 
streams of comfort have they sent forth to cheer and animate the islanders 
of the southern ocean, and the wretched inhabitants of the eastern climes, 
I rejoice that, at length, my own countrymen have arisen from their lethargy 
and joined in the great work of evangelizing the heathen. And I cannot 
but congratulate myself that Live in a day like this; a day, in which, uns 
worthy as I am, I may be permitted to bear the torch of truth amongst the 
benighted inhabitants of the earth. Permit me, in a very brief manner, 
to state the feelings which I have had relative tothe heathen world. For 
more than a year after my conversion to God, I lived, if my heart does 
not deceive me, in the enjoyment of true religion. After that, I fall into 
a cold, indifferent state of mind. In this state I continued for two? or 
three years. At length I was aroused from my stupidity ; and after many 
painiul exercises, on account of my wanderings from God, obiained a 
peace of mind I never feck before. It was not long from this period that 
the memoirs of Samuel Pearse were put into my hands. I read the whole 
with much interest; but no part made so deep an impression upen my mind 
as that which related to his feelings concerning the heathen world. At that 
time’ had no thoughts of preaching ; yet my desires to be useful to the 
heathen were so great, that I actually formed a plan to go amongst them, 
I was confident that nothing could give meso much satisfaction, as to point 
them to the Lamb of God, who alone taketh away the sin of the world. 
Soon after this I read Mr. Kicherer’s narrative reeorded.in our Magazine, 
This added fresh fuel to the flame already kindled in my bosom. I could 
not bury my feelings any longer, but communicated them to several of my 
intimate friends. ‘Iwo years after these impressions were first made, my 
attention was called to the subject of the Christian ministry. Orten did T 
think, it fs impossill2 for me to preach in this country ; here I can never be 
heard with any attention ; but the poor, the heavy ladened East-Indian 
would listen to the declaration of mercy from my mouth with incxpressible 
pleasure. At that time, however, no Missionary Society wes formed in 
the United States, and I saw no way open by which my desires would be 
atified. ‘This led me to believe that my exercises did not proceed from 
the Holy Spirit; for he would never give desires which could not be an- 
swered, . Dut all my efforts to extinguish the missionary flame in my be- 
som were ineffectual. My desires continued, and I could not but indulge 
the hope, that some way would be opened by which I could proceed to the 
heathen world. But “hope deferred makes the heart sick.” I saw no 
cheering-prospect before me. When the divine command came home with 
force to my mind, “Go ye into all the world, and preach the gospel to eve- 
ry creature ;” my answer was, “ Lord, I am ready to go to the heathen 
world.” © And I have no doubt, but if, at that time, providence had provi- 
ded the means, I should have gone with pleasure. Oceans, however, 
rolled between myself and India; and I heard no friendly yoice saying, 
This is the way walk therein. 1 was-led to suspect my exercises—to ima- 
gine they were all the chimeras of my youthful brain. ‘This conclusion 
plunged my mind into darkness. Month after month passed away, and ¥ 
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enjoyed no Communion with God, no satisfaction in the sanctuaryy nor in 
the company of Christians. \t times, when reading accounts concerning 
the conversion of Pagans, a sas of light would dart into my mind. But 


these momentary rays were like the star, which on a dark and cloudy night, | 


fails near the bewildered traveller, to give him some faint conception of 
the horrors with which he is surrounded, and to render the darkness still 
more awful. Even at this moment, the recollection of these distressing 
days causes my heart to bleed. I am unable to conjecture how long I 
should have continued in this state of mind, had not worldly affairs called 
off my attention. But amidst the bustle. of business, this subject, not- 
withstanding all my wishes to the contrary, would press in upon my mind, 
and command attention. As J informed the church, the tinie had come 
wien fF feit willing to stand in any public station to which the providence of 
God directed me, At that time, my greatest desire was, to preach Christ 
among the heathen. Inde ed, when | had this exercise, I was far from 
my native town. It-was in Bangor, a place situated at the head of navi- 
vation in the Penobscot river, that I first felt not only a willingness, but an 
ardent desire to preach the gospel to poor sinners. But by what nieans.was 
this sudden change in my feelings effected ? It was a view of the misera- 
ble condition of the Penobscot Indians. Their ignorance, intemperance, 
and extreme wretchedness, deeply affected my heart. W hen I recollected 
that they possessed immortal souls, that Jesus died to save the chief of 
sinners, that his blood could cleanse them from every pollution, ang fit 
them for the world of blessedness, I felt an ardent desire to be the means 
of imbuing their minds with the great principles ef our holy religion. The 
flame of missions which for a considerable time had much abated, now 
burned with new ardeur; and I was transported with the idea, that at 
some future period, I should be the highly favoured instrument of Feading 
Pagans to that fountain which was opened for sin and uncleanness. But 
at that time particular circumstances forbade a disclosure of these feelings. 
When the period drew near, that I was to preach before the Church, I de- 
termined to relate them. Indced, I went so far as to fix upon a mode of 
address relative to the subject. But! was deterred by a sense of my own 
unworthiness and insufficiency, and likewise by a strong suspicion that the 
church would not approbate me to preach even in my own country. I re 
gret my conduct. It has caused me many hours of uncertainty “and dise 
tress. Soon after my removal to Danvers, I was much tried upon the sub- 
ject. The ciffic ulties of a missionary life passed before my mind, and 
frequently I have almost despaired of ever visiting the shores of India. 
But I can truly say, that a view of the most severe ‘trials attendant on an 
ambassador of Chriat to the heathen world never entirely discouraged me. 
A desire for the salvation of the heathen always counterbalanced the trials. 
Indeed, I am much deceived, if I have not already given up my friends 
and native country, and relinquished all idea cf worldiy enjoyment, for 
the rich satisfaction of preaching Chyist to the Pagans. This sacrifice 
was not made without many painful feelings. The thought of exchanging 
my own dear native country, for a land of strangers; and the habitations 
of cruelty; the friends of my choice, the guides of my youth, and my 
dear relations, for the savages of our eastern ‘world, caused me many 
tressing hours. I toak into consideration, that before -I could reach. the 
place of my destiaation, two extensive oceans must he crossed ; that if J 
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survived the perils of the deep, I should have to associate with a barbarous 
jeople, whose ‘very thoughts run in channels diverse from’ mine, ang 
Whose language ‘ new and uncouth,’ as it must be, must be studied by me 
sotesal years, before I can even preach to them, the great object for 
hich Igo’; and that in Burmah my life would be in constant jeopardy. 
When I recollected these things, I confess that my heart was pained, and 
the tears of sorrow bedewed my cheeks. It was with these feelings and 
with these prospects before me, that I asked myself the question, is it pos- 
sible that all my exercises on this subject are for nothing? J could not am 
swer in the affirmative. When I considered that for six years these im- 
pressions had been fastened upon my mind, I was led to the conclusion, 
that the Lord had work for me to doin India, and I conceived that I should 
act contrary to duty, unless I represented my feelings to my brethren. Im- 
mediately upon making this conclusion, | had an animating view of the 
sufficiency of (god. Said Ito myself, He has promised to give strength 
equal to my day, and shall I distrust him ? He has commanded his sem 
vants to go into all the world, and has engaged never to forsake them. 
Why then should difficulties appal me? Why should I not endure them 
as well as others? Why should I not be permitted to bear them? Paul 
loried in tribulations. Oh, that I might have the privilege of suffering 
yr Christ in India. 

If I am not greatly deceived, the last string that bound me to my native 
¢ountry, was cut by a consideration of the wretched condition of the heae 
then world. I am confident that expression is inadequate to describe their 
miisery.. Can we bebold “ them labouring hard for a scanty subsistence, 
oppressed by an avaricious government, which is ever ready to seize what 
industry has hardly acquired?” Can we behold the “sick and diseased 

among them, daily begging the few grains of rice, which, when obtained, 
are scareely sufficient to protract their wretchcd existence ; and with no 
other habitation to sereen them from the burning sun, or chilling rains, than 
a small piece of cloth raised on four bamboos under a tree, can afford ?”* 
Can we, I say, behold these things, without having the feelings of our 
souls excited? Do we not long to relieve them even of their temporal ne 
eessities? And how shall our wishes be gratified but by sending the gos 
pel among them? A few centuries ago our own country was one wide 
desert. © In it the war whoop of the savage was heard, and the effetts of 
his brutal barbarity seen. But what a different appearance is now presen 
tedtotheeye? Large and thriving towns have arisen upon our sea coasts, 
and delightful villages throughout the interiour of our country. And to 
what shall we attribute thischange? Tonothing but the influence of Chris 
tianity. It was this which prompted our forefathers to cross the ocean, and 
settle ina howling wilderness; this enabled them to endure privations and 
fatigues, and'to overcome the difficulties with which they were surrounded. 

It is owing to the benign influence of the gospel, the poor are rendered 

comfortable ; that when unable to provide he thenativies, they are general- 
ly invited'to alms-houses and hospitals. And if the gospel should prevail 

in Burmah, would not similar institutions arise? Is it reasonable to sup- 

pose, if Christianity were embraced by the Burmans, that they would per- 

sit their poor to suffer and die for want of proper habitations, attendance, 

and food? No; that wretched country would exhibit quite a different - 
frarance, Can the frequency aad severity of their punishwents (ei) to 
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sancite cvery feeling of our hearts? Jt is. but seldom that weseé acriminal 


executed ; 2nd no doubt the mode of execution adopted in our country is 
the most easy. Bot oh, what cruel, what barbarous punishments ere 
practised in Burmah! That person’s heart must be harder than adamant 
that does not feel ata recollectionof them. I long, I pant to preach the 
mild gospel of the Prince of Peace in the habitations of cruelty. But the 
wretchedness of their outward condition appears unworthy of notice, whem 
contrasted with their spiritual. On this subject J cannot speak with naif 


ference. I know ; 


“ The gospel bears my spirits up ; 
A faithtal and unchanging God : 
Lays the foundation of my hope ‘ 
n oaths, and promises, aud blood.’ 


Aad shall I not carry this gospel to them? Shall I not present fo their 
minds that firm foundation on which my own hope of eternal liappiness i¢ 
built? In the single empire of Burmah, it is caleulated there are seven 
teen millions of inhabitants ; more than twice as many as in the United 
States. They have no Bibles ; they never heard of the cross of Calvary 

for of the Saviour’s blood ; they are sitting in the region of the shadow of 
death, and are daily going the way of all the earth, unapprized of thé 
absurdity of their worship, ard of their dangerous condition. And shalJ 


not we, who know the true God, and have been redeemed by the blood of 
_ Jesus, apprize them of their situation, and teach them the way of salvation 
| through the great Redeemer? Some perhaps willsay, we have missionary 
| ground enough at home, you had better reserve your strength for your own 
| countrymen. Ah! is this the voice of Christian benevolence? — Is this the 
| language of converted Hindoos? Is this the Macedonian cry fronrthe wik 
_ derness? Is this following the example of Christ, who himself became o 
| missionary into our sinful world, or of the first disciples who did -not eon- 


fine themselves to the Jews, (although no people needed the gospel more) 
but went excry where preaching the word ?, Let us ever recollect the lan 
guage of sacred truth, “ He that watereth shall be watered himself.” Have 


' we not the most abundant reason to conclude, that if we send the ministers 
_ of Christ abroad, that he will raise up an abundant supply, and thnust therm 
' into the gospel vineyard at home? Do not Christians find by happy expe 
| tlence, that it is “ more blessed to give than to receive ?”? It is according 
| to the very genius of the gospel, that the liberal soul shall be made fat ; that 


he who soweth sparingly, shall reap sparingly ; he that soweth liberally, 


' shall reap an abundant harvest. But indeed, if ministers were goitg by 
| bundgeds to India, there might be some reason for alarm. This however, 
» is not fhe case. There areonly a few solitary individuals who have any 
| inclination to go. They ardently desire to bear the tidings of salvation te 
| the heathen world. And shall they be hindered? Must they have thei¢ 


hearts in India, and their bodies in America? Mast they sigh in secret for 
a work in which they are not permitted to engage? But does our ovn 
country stand in as much need of preachers asthe empire of Burmah? In 
the latter there are only two preachers to seventeen millions ; in the former 
there are thousands of preachers to only seven millions. How great the 
‘wutrast! How loud the call for missionary labour! 


Perhaps, after what Lhave wtittery twill be wancressary to say; thet, 
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have an-ardent desireto goto India. I pant for missionary work ; I. 


' to read the sacred oracles, and explain their cheering contents, to the mis. 


erable heathen. How animating the idea, that at-some future period, une 
der the covert of some shady tree, and perhaps within sight of a Pagan 
temple, I shall have the unspeakable privilege of pointing the listening 
Burmans to the Lamb of God! Oh, that I might have the privilege. ] 
wish to be resigned to the directions of ’ Providence ; but I am confident, if 
Tam denied going to the heathen world, it would be the greatest trial of 
my life. Oh, for divine direction. 

“I was much animated with a sentence in the address of the Board of For- 
eign Missions: “ Burmah shall as surely bow to the Messiah, as shall the 
United States, or Europe, or Hisdoostan.” And do not the signs of the 
times indicate that the “kingdoms ef this world are soon to become the 
kingdoms of our Lord?” Dr. Carey considers that the present zeal for 
extending the Redeemer’s kingdom, is a new cra in the Christian world 
and says; that some of them now entering into life, may, and probably 
wilt see the kingdom of our Redeemer set up universally.” Oh, that I may 
-be one of the instruments of eflecting this glorious work! of advancing the 
interests of Zion, and of extending the knowledge of Jesus to the remotest 
bounds of the earth! At times Ido adopt the language of the poct, and 
pray, 

“ Sovereign of worlds! display thy power, 
Bid the bright morning star arise ; 


Be this thy Zion’s favour'd hour ; : 
And point the nations to the skies.” 


J. COLMAN. 


To the above communication, an answer altogether discouraging was 
piven. For reasons which it is not important to notice here ; arguments 
were employed to induce him to relinquish all thoughts of visiting Burmah. 
He was reminded of the privations, diiculties, and dangers to which he 
Would be exposed ; and of the fair prospect of respectability and useful 
ness which was opening upon him in his own land. But his feelings were, 
4n some respects, similar to those of the apostle Paul, when he said, * none 
of these things move ime, neither count I my life dear unto myself, so that 
I might finish my course with joy, and the ministry which I have received 
of the Lord Jesus, to testify the gospel of the grace of God.” 

The two following letters allude to the discouragements he had received 
from his brethren, and are expressive of his own severe disappointment. 

Danvers, Nov. 1816. 
Rev. and dear Sir. 

When last in town, I intended to embrace an opportunity of disclosing to 
you, the state of my mind as‘it respects the eastern mission. Asno “oppor- 
tunity presented, permit me at this time, to address you on the subject. 
Iam conscious that the bounds of our habitations are appointed by God, 
and that we can never pass beyond them, ‘There is, undoubtedly, a sphere 
allotted to every Christian, in which it should be his great aim to move. 
Qut of this sphere he will neither enjoy his own mind, nor advance the in- 
terests of Zion. If the bounds of my habitation are fixed on America 
soil, and if my sphere of usefulness is confined to the American church, 
here I wish to stay, and draw my latest.breath. Were I satisfied of this, 
wevét would I cherish a single. desire to visit the habitations of cruelty. At 
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‘fimes I have felt, and if not greatly deeeivéd, I now feel willing “to sta} 
whrere the Lord would have me stay, and to go where He would have me té 
go.” Ihave a desire to labour in that part of the vineyard of Christ, to 
which the finger of duty points ; and I am sensible that there I shall event 
tually labour, although there may be, tothe eye of reason, insuperable ob- 
stacles in the way. “With God all things are possible. He can level the 
highest mountains, and fill up the lowest vallics, that a way may be 
‘prepared for the performance of duty. And although I have no idea that 
miracles will be wrought on my account, yet there can be no doubt, but 
that events will be so ordered, as to give me an opportunity of working 
where the Lord designs. W ith veiws like these, I feel much easier as it 

respects my future life, than I did a few months since. Satisfied that ev ery 
thing is ordered with infinite wisdom; that no event can take place which 
does not come under the inspection of the Most High ; I wish to surrender 
all my concerns into the hand of Him whois the F ather and Guide of his 
people. If it is my duty to spend my days in Pagan lands, thither, in due 
time, L shall be directed. The way to the scene of my future labours, may 
be attended with many difficulties, it may be planted with thorns, and fre- 
quently appear to be entirely hedged up ; but it will be a right way ; tt 
will be the way which infinite wisdom and love mark out ; and its ruggeds 
ness will only make the future path of duty more pleasant and delichtful. 
If the Israelites had, on their way to Canaan, no trials to endure, no wile 
dernessts to traverse, no enemies to conquer, the good land would not have 
appeared so acceptable. ‘The difficulties through which they passed, gave 
a zest to all the pleasures which they experienced, on taking possession of 
the promised inheritance. In like manner, if the believer has many trials 
to pass through before he obtains the ¢ bject for which he secks, it will when 
granted, be rendered doubly swect to him. O that these considerations 
might have a tendency to lessen my anxiety, and to induce me to wait with 
patience all the appointed time, until my change come. 

Ehope, by these remarks, it will not be understood, that my desire for 
missionary work is in the least abated. Nothing could give me higher sat- 
isfaction, than to know that a fair opportunity was offered for me to 20, 
eventually, to the heathen world. 1 must confess that this is the object 
which IT have most at heart. Iam willing to spend many years in ¢lose ap- 
plication to study, to leave my native land, and to take up my residence for 
life, among the most degraded of our species. Doubtless I may picture to 
myself many scenes which I shall never realize ; I may anticipate happ 
ness which [ shall never experience; and Imay be called to endure labours 
and sufferings which I never expected. I feel willing to forego the former} 
and to endure the latter, if duty requires. At present, however, T cannct 
imagine to myself any greater happiness, than to point the poor Burman 
t) the blessed Object of Christian adoration. I am confident that it would 
give me unspeakable peewsere to sacrifice all that I can enjoy at home, for 
the privilege of leading the wretched heathen to that fountain in whieh th ey 

can be cleansed from the pollution of sin. Many things, at present, seem. 
to forbid the expression even of a wish to become a missionary. IT cannot 
think of the feeiings of many of my brethren on this subject, without the 


Tost painful sensations. W hy is it my unhappiness to differ from those I 


ve and respect ? If Iam wrong, I wishto be right. ITvrespect the opin- 


‘Yons of my brethren: neither shall L ever go to India. unless they will core © 
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dially approbate me. If they finally think it is not my duty to leave thie 
xountry, I will acquiesce, however painful, severely painful it may be te 
me. O for divine direction! for a spirit of supplication, that I may be 


ted into the path of duty. 
Danvers, March 17, 4817: 


Rov. and dear Sir, 
Were this the last objection which I had to make, I confess that the caff 


at b. is so strong, that it would not appear very forcible. Before ] 
commenced my letter, I had some conversation with Mr. C. upon the sub 
ject. He advised me to write my feelings without the least reserve to you, 
O Sir! how shall Lfind languageto express myself? I feel an ardent dev 
sire to. preach the gospel to benighted heathens. True, Provisence seems 
to forbid the attempt. I hear no friendly voice saying to me, this is the way 
to pagan lands ; walk thou in it. Every door appears to be closed agains 
me; nor do I see the most distant prospect of gratifying the dearest wish 
of my heart. Some perhaps will say, that this is a plain intimation for me 





‘to desist from going to a heathen land. I join with them and say the 


same. I respect and value the opinionsof my brethren. © that my fee 
ings might be similar to theirs ; then should ! have —_ of mind. Itis, 
source of grief for me to differ from those whom I love and revere. Fur 
what shall Ido? Icannot havea single hearty desire to settle in my owy 
Jand. And when an invitation is given me, then I must revolt at the 
thought. Some time ago I came to a determination to sacrifice my feelings 
upon this subject, and endeavour to make myself contented to remain iy 
my nativecountry. After deliberating several days upon the subject, I fek 
a resolution to dismiss every idea relative to personally engaging in the fo 
geign mission. Said I to myself, Providence frowns upon the attempt, and 
amy beloved brethren are opposed to it. Surely they know better than my- 
gelf, an inexperienced youth. Thus I reasoned myself into the determina 
tion above mentioned, and recorded it inmy diary. Permit me to tran» 
aribe it; —“ Have felt for a long time, and still feel much distressed as i 
respects my duty with reference to the mission in India. I have made 
known my desires ; but my brethren discourage mc—discourage me much, 
very much. Ishall, therefore, attempt toerase these impressions from my 
mind. How great the sacrifice of feeling! sacrifice of duty! But what 
eanI do? Providence, through my brethren, seems to forbid my going 
h, what agony of soul I have endured, merely by the prospect of form 
ing the above resolution! My conscience almost tells me that I am wrong, 
J pause, nearly ready toexpunge the words which have been tortured from 
. Oh God! if I am wrong, forgive me,, for I know not whither to fly. 
‘ain would 1 visit Burmah’s shore ; but no voice (human) says, this is the 
way, walk yein it.” When I wrote this resolution, I had no idea of shows 
itto any one. It was my design to keep it secret. 

Since I came to the determination which I have written, my mind has dly, 
bad but little peace. I cannot read a missionary account, or hear the sub BP) !"t. 
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ject conversed upon, without feeling distressed. The tear will often stat ind se 
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Burmah is mentioned, Notwithstanding the discouragements which J have RY '=* 
met with, I still feel the same desire for missionary work. In pointing the FF liber 


r pagans to the Lamb of God, I fain would spend my latest breath, FO™mi! 
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remain in my native land, never would I burthen my brethren with pere 
haps useless requests ; for so I suspect they will be. It is nothing but a 
gease of duty that impells me to write as I do. Perhaps I am too confi- 


dent, but I really believe, if any one of the Foreign Mission Society had 


the exercises on the subject which I have had, he would consider it to be @ 


very great sacriiceef pleasure and duty to remain in his own land ; and 
he would consider himself highly criminal unless he used every possible 


means to place himself in the situation of a foreign missionary. And 


now, what shallI do? Shall I, or shall I not make known my feelings to 


those around me? Shall I stifle the fire m my bones until it consumes me ?- 


Shall I settle down in my own country with a heavy heart? Shall my soul 
be in Burmah and my body in America ? [see no prospect but these ques- 
tions inst all be answered in the affirmative. I am afraid that the breth- 


ren are determined tokeep me athome. If this should be their united resa 


J. COLMAN. 


lution, E must abide it. 


When at last his brethren became convinced that it was their duty to 

encourage his application to the Baptist Board of Foreign Missions, he was 

-almost at a loss to express the joy and gratitude which he experienced. 
Some idea may be formed of the state of his mind from a letter, dated 


Danvers, April 19, 1817. 


| Rev. and dear Sir. 

I cannot but feel animated with the prospect which [ have, of becoming 

2 missionary to the miserable heathen. I long to be engaged in proclaiming 
to then: the astonishing love of Jesus to a guilty, ruined world. 


“The sultry climes of India then I’d choose ; 
There would [ toil, and sinners bonds unloose: 
There would Llive, and spend my latest breath, 
And in my Jesus’ service, meet a stingless death.” 


Christ, even him crucified, should be the burden of his preaching who 
goes to the heathen world. A description of his sufferings, will touch his 
heart, and be the means of reforming the man, more than all the lectures 
*n morality which have ever been spun out by human wisdom. Since I 
bave had a prospect of going to India, my mind has been ina very happy, 
nd I trust, gracious frame. ‘The work has appeared all important, and 
‘hrist all sufficient. I have not enjoyed so much for years as within three 
weeks, The trials which I have endured appear less than nothing, when 
ontrasted with the privilege which I hope to enjoy. If ever I felt con- 
cious of duty, if ever I felt sweet satisfaction, ithas been in writing 
my address tothe Board. Itried to prepare my mind for the solemn work. 
everal days were spent in meditating upon the subject, taking it, renew- 
dly, into solemn consideration, and imploring the direction of the Holy 
pirit. I rose early and tried to pour out my soul to God ; took a walk, 
nd seriously considered the important undertaking ; came home and read 
he 52d and 60th chapters of Isaiah. ‘The 12th verse of the 52d was pe- 
liaxty precious. The whole of both was sweet and animating. I then 
tliberately sat down, and wrote my communication. To my brethren [ 
ommit my case. They, under God, will I believe, guide me into the 
ath of duty. While Tam rejoicing, donot, dear Sir, imagine, that I exe: 
ect to live an easy life in Burmah. I calculate upon trials; the greatest 
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are yettocome. Unexpected difficulties will arise in a heathen land to try 
my faith and patience. I have frequently attempted to count the cost ; and 
after prayerfully and solemnly considering the difficulties of a missionary 
life, Ihad rather endure them, and have the rich satisfaction of preaching 
to the heathen, then be exempted from them, and remain in my own coun. 
try. Ido more than choose, I prefer the former to the latter. To deny 
me the privilege of going to Burmah (by this I mean any heathen land) 


would blast my fondest hopes, and my most cheering prospects. 





The most intimate friends of Mr. Colman had indulged a hope, that 
they should see him occupy an important station in his native country. His 
talents were peculiarly adapted to a cultivated state of society. Had he 
remained at home, there is reason to believe, that he would have laboured 
with much reputation and sucsess in the cause of evangelical religion. Al. 
though young, he was a workman who rightly divided the word of truth. 
He spake forth the words of truth and soberness, and yet there was 3 
brilliancy of imagination, and a fervour of eloquence in his discourses 
which commanded the attention, and awakened feclings of interest in al! . 
who heard him. 

Perceiving these traits in his character as a preacher, attempts wer 
made to divert his theughts from missionary service. But when he mac 
such a full disclosure of his feelings in relation to the heathen, and fre. 
quently declared 4hat his future happiness depended on labouring among: 
them, his brethren could no longer withhold their consent to his reques, “ 
He was recommended to the patronage of the Baptist Convention in tle 
United States, for Foreign Missions, during its session in Philadelphia, i: i 
1817. re 

On the 10th of September in the same year, Mr. Colman in conjunctica ts 
with Mr. Wheelock, was solemnly ordained to the work of the ministry - 


as a missionary to Burmah. And on the 16th of November following, lx r 

embarked with his wife and missionary associates, in the ship Indepev. He 

dence, for Calcutta. P 
re 


It was much to the honour of Messrs. Colman and Wheelock, that the 
did not forget their character and work while on their passage to India _ 
They were sent to preach the gospel to the heathen. But they knew thi 
the persons on Board the Independence had immortal souls, and that re ( 
pentance and faith were as necessary to their salvation as to the Burman raat 
Having therefore obtained the consent of the captain, they commence! ee, 
their pious labours among the sailors. On the Sabbath they preached; 
and on other days, as they had opportunity, they taught the most ignoratt m 










of them to read, -and also imparted religious instruction. To the honot 
of divine grace, it may be recorded, that these faithful servants labour prs, 
not in vain, and spent not their strength for nought. It was the pleasur aa 
of God to bless their pious instructions. Several marriners began to !t : 
awakened to a sense of their lost and guilty condition, and were finalli ere 
brought’ to exercise that hepe, which is an anchor to the soul, both su ae 
‘and steadfast, and which entereth into that within the veil. Some of the* arti 
men had been drunkards, swéarers, and lovers of pleasure more than |¢ wat 

| ug 
vers of God; but the grace of God which bringeth salvation, taught thet the 


to deny themselves of all ungodliness and worldly lusts, and to live sober 
tighteously, and godly inthis present evil world. | 
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In his first letter from Calcutta, after mentioning that the voyage had. 


been very pleasant, he says, “ but the most delightful circumstance which 
we have to mention, is, that the Holy Spirit was poured out upon the sai- 


lors, and six or seven of them, we humbly hope, were brought to the. 


knowledge of the truth. ) 

Mr. Colman arrived at Rangoon, September 19, 1818. Some idea of 
his feelings as a missionary, may be formed by an extract from a letter 
which he addressed to his Pastor, dated 


Rangoon, February, 8, 1819. 
Verv dear Pastor, 

We left Calcutta, August 19th, and after a passage of four weeks, ars 
rived at this port. Never did a man famishing with hunger, partake of 
fuod with more satisfaction than we beheld the shores of Burmah. For 
ten long months we had been wandering upon the ocean, or exposed to the 
influence of a sickly clime. It was delicious to arrive at the end of our 
journey. ‘The land appeared to us, as Canaan did to the Israelites of old : 
—the land of rest and promise. As we sailed up the river, we felt real 
satisfaction in anticipating that upon its banks we should pitch our tents, 
and beneath its turf should lay our bodies. 

We found, upon arriving at the landing place, our beloved brethren 
waiting toreceive us. Tor a short time, we could do no more than to take 
each other by the hand. The sensations of our minds destroyed the power 
of utterance. In about an hour, the females came on shore, when thé 
whole mission family met, and by mutual expressions of love and joy, 
attracted universal attention. ‘This was a memorable season. Such a 
combination of unusual feelings never rushed upon my mind before. We 
were immediately conducted to the King’s Godown, where, according to the 
custom of the country, we were strictly searched. We then proceeded to 
the mission house. Imagine if you can our sensations when we stepped 
beneath its roof, and found ourselves in that dear company which we had 
so long desired to enjoy. ‘That was a season of feasting. How swiftly 
the hours passed away! How varied, how cheering was the conversation ! 
How fervent were the prayers and thanksgivings to Almighty God! The 
events of those sweet days can never be eflaced from my memory; I feel 
something of their influence at the present time. 

J. COLMAN. 


Our deceased friend immediately commenced the study of the Burman 
language; his success was as great as might have been expected, and he 
began to look forward to the time when he should make known to this be 
nighted people the way of salvation by Jesus Christ. But these delightful - 
anticipations were not realized. Early in 1820, Messrs. Judson and Col- 
man made a personal application to the emperor, that they,might be per- 
mitted to preach the gospel of Christ to the subjects of his empire. But 
at the close of this interview the missionaries were informed, that permis- 
sion to proselyte within the Burman dominions could not be cbtained ; and 
that if any Burmans were proselyted, they could have no assurance of pro- 
tection. 

This state of things made it desirable that they should have a place of 
reiuge, to which they might flee in case they shovld be ordered to leave 
the empire. As Mr. Judson was acquainted with the language, it wat 
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thought very important that he should remain, while Mr. Colman shoukd 
attempt to establish a mission at Chittagong. 

Mr. Colman left Rangoon with very sorrowful feelings, but with the 
entire approbation, and undiminished affection of the associates he lef 
behind. . And here it may be proper to remark, that the most satisfactory 
and ample testimony has been borne by the surviving missionaries to the 
piety, diligence, prudenoe, and zeal of the deceased during the whoie oj 
his residence at Rangoon. 

On the fifth of June, 1821, Mr. Colman found himself in Chittagong, 
In this place he was treated with much attention and respect, especially by 
the Judge of the district, whose timely aid and protection in some trying 
instances deserve to be gratefully remembered by the friends of missions, 
As his chief object was to preach the gospel to the Arrakanese, who live 
on the borders of the Burman empire, he left Chittagong for Cox’s Pa. 
zar, a place which contains about 30,000 inhabitants, and whose lan. 
guage is very similar to the Burman. 

In this new situation he met with unexpected and cruel opposition. A 
boodlhist priest, from Ceylon excited a popular tumult against him, and he 
expected every moment that the mob who surrounded his house, would 
compel him to leave the town. But in patience he possessed his soul. Ins 
deed the tranquility which he manifested at this time was such, as to fill his 
Opposers with astonishment. Ina few days an order was received from 
the worthy magistrate before alluded to, prehibiting any one from injuring 
Mr. Colman on pain of his displeasure. ‘This order had the desired effect, 
and no one attempted to molest him afierwards. He also wrote a kind let. 
ter to Mr. Colman, containing assurances of future protection, and in ad- 
dition to this kindness, he furnished the missionaries with a native officer, 
who was to be in constant attendance, and render them any assistance re- 

uisite, 

Mr. Colman now resumed his studies under the direction of an Arraka 
nese teacher, and besides conversing with inguirers on the nature of the 
Christian religion ; with the assistance of his wife, he established a schoo 
for the education of children. A powerful appeal was made to the friends 
of Christ in the United States, in favour of this schocl, and a Society was 
immediately formed in Boston, to defray the expenses of female children 
ia this school. The prospect of success at Cox’s Bazar was bright and 
encouraging. Christians were looking forward to the time, when they 
should receive the joyful intelligence that the Arrakanese were converted 
to the faith of Christianity, and that female schools were in successful op: 
eration. But the thoughts of the Almighty are unsearchable and his ways 
are past finding out. Instead of this delightful information, the next ves 
sel that arrived from India, brought us the melanchcly tidings that Mr. 
Colman was dead. 

; As a particular account of his sickness and death has already appeared 
in the Magazine, it will be unnecessary to enlarge on this painful event. 

It may only be proper to remark, that his last end was peace. He is 
at rest from his labours, and no doubt, has gone to receive a crown of 
righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous Judge, will give unto all them 
that love his appearing. A few lines which have recently been received 
from his disconsolate widuw, may perhaps give some interest-¢o this mer 
Dol, ° 
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Calcutta, November 21, 1822. 


My dear Mrs. S. 
“Surely the “way of man is not in himself ; it is notin man that walketh 


to direct his steps.” When I last wrote you, my dear Mrs. S—, how little 
did [ anticipate the heart rending trial that “‘euhited me ! Ah! ' little ime 
deed, did Lim: agine, that the Lord would call me to pass through such a 
fiery furnace. 
husbands. How happy were we in each cther! How delightful the pros- 
pects before us! Some of the poor pagans had gladdened our hearts by 
the interesting enquiry, “ What shall we do to be saved?” And with the 
most sanguine hopes did we anticipate the time when, believing on the 
Lord Jesus Christ with all their hearts, they would profess his name, and 
onite with us in celebrating his dying love. But now, alas! how rev ersed 
is the scene! I am forever deprived of the sweet society of my beloved 
companion.» Every prospect is blasted, and every hope entombed! How 
applicable to my afllicted feelings, is the language of Watts, , 


“ This world is all an empty show, 

But the bright world to which we go, 
Hath joys substantial and sincere, 

When shall I wake, aud find me there*”’ 


You have requested me, my dear Mrs, S. to write to you in eonfidencé, 
and I will assure you, that in my present disconsolate and afflicted circume 
stances, it affords me peculiar relief to avail myself of this liberty. ‘Lhe 
esteem and friendship which my dearest companion entertained for you, 
and Mr. S. isalso another inducement for me to open my mind to you free- 
ly. Ever since the painful event of his death, it has been my prevailing 
desire to remain still united to the mission, although a sense of my unwore 
thiness and inability has almost forbid me to hope this wold be the case. 
Not long since, I wrote to Dr. Staughton respecting the illocss and death 
of Mr. Colman, and requested the opinion of the Board in regard to what 
plan they thought best for me to adopt. Isaid nothing, however, relative 
to my own wishes, partly from motives of delicacy, but more particularly, 
because I feared it was not the result of due deliberation, But since my 
arrival in Calcutta, I have endeavoured seriously to re-consider the subject, 
and feel the above desire, not only confirmed, but greatly increased. Could 
I be indulged the privilege of continuing those delightful pursuits which oc. 
cupied my time during the life of my beloved partner, it would, I am pere. 
suaded, more reconcile me to the heavy loss which I sustain in his death, 
than I could ever expect otherwise to feel. Perhaps, also, 1 might by this 
means do a little towards the promotiou of that glorious cause in which 
he so warmly engaged. If itis thought that a single female in a single ca- 
pacity would be of the slightest service to the mission, the desire which I 
have thus freely expressed, will I humbly hope, be gratified. Allow me 
to assure you that your sympathy, your friendship, and your advice, will 
be most grateful to the feelings of my widowed and afilicted heart. 

What painful events transpire with reference to this mission! May God 
overrule them all for the advancement of the Redeemer’s cause among the 


Burmans! The station at. Cox’s Bazar is now left entirely destitute. Me- 


lancholy indeed is the situation of the poor Arrakanese.. Some of them 
bad et to “see men as trees welling ;” they stand in great need of 


I was favoured with one of the most amiable and-best ‘of 
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Christian instruction. When I think of their distressing case, my heart ig 
oppressed with grief, and all the relief I find, is to 1epair to the throne of 
mercy, and there pour out my burdened soul into the bosom of my heaven- 
ly Father. I earnestly hope that the Board will feel encouraged to con- 
tinue the station which has been formed.among them, notwithstanding the 
agonizing scene which there transpired, and that soon they will send a 
faithful missionary to supply it. 
In deep affliction, I am sincerely, 


and affectionately yours, 
ELIZABETH W. COLMAN, 


We sincerely sympathize with our bereaved sister. But we trust that 
she “ will not.sorrow as others who have no hope. Forif we Believe that 
Jesus died and rose again, even so them also which sleep in Jesus, wil] 
God bring with him.” , 
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LATEST FROM MR. JUDSON. 


At the monthly concert of prayer of the Baptist churches in this city on 
Monday evening last, a letter was read from the Rev. Mr. Judson, dated 


at Ava, Nov. 30, 1822. ‘The prospects of the Burman Mission at that 
Mr. Judson re- 


time were more encouraging than at any previous period. 
marks, that he is more cordially reccived as a minister of the Christian re- 
ligion than he had ever anticipated, and that the disposition of the iumpe- 
ror and his most intimate associates appeared to be that of toleration and 
candour. It was believed that the Emperor and other natives of distine- 
tion, had for some time been skeptical in relation to the superstitious iheo- 
locy of their own country, and that this state of mind has rendered them 
less hostile to principles subversive of the opinions generally considered by 
the Burmans as sacred. Mr. Judson now supposes, that the repulse which 
he met on his former visit to the royal palace, arose more from political 
than from any other motives. ‘Vhe prince had then but just ascended the 
throne ; and had heat that time countenanced a religion which was novel 
tothe Burmans, they might have become strongly prejudiced against their 
new chief, and have thus rendered the commencement of his reign unpopu- 
tar. He is now more firmly established in his authority, and can act with 
more independence ; and although there seems to be no evidence that he 
is inclined to give the Christian religion a serious and thorough investigation, 
yet as he has not prohibited its publication, and as nambers near his person 
appear particularly favourable to the subject, the hope is cherished of a 
happy issue to the objects of the Mission. Besides a distinguished noble- 
man, who is believed to be examining the truth of the gospel revelation with 
a state of feeling bordering on anxious conviction, it is thought that the 
princess, who directs the education of the heir apparent, and who is a wo- 
man of superior endowments of mind and of much influence, is also pe; 
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culiarly impressed with the important facts made known in this divine sys- 
tem. These things, whilst they afford new grounds of gratitude and praise 


to Almighty God, afford also additional inducements to fervent prayer. 
Christian Watchman, 








oe 


HAYTI. 


APPOINTMENT OF MR. PAUL. 

It is with pleasure we announce to the Christian public, that the Trus- 
tees of the “ Baptist Missiouary Society of Massachusetts,” have ap- 
pointed a missionary to Hayti. The Rey. Tuomas Paul, of Boston, has 
for a long time felt a deep solicitude to visit the place, with a view of ma- 
king known to the inhabitants “ the unsearchable riches of Christ”? Ha- 
ving communicated his views to the Board, and offered himself as their 
missionary, it was considered as an indication of Providence, that an at- 
tempt should be made to introduce the Protestant religion among the Hay- 
tians. 

It is expected that Mr. Paul will embark in the first vessel which sails 
from Boston, for Port-au-Prince. Should he find at the expiration of the 
six months, for which he is appointed to labour, that there are any encoura- 
ging prospects of success, it Is the determination of the Board that a perma 
nent mission shall be established on the island. 

Grateful acknowledgments are due to brethren of other denominations, 
for the lively interest they have taken in promoting this object. Mr. Paul 
has been kindly furnished with letters from some of the most respectable 
merchants in New-York, to men of wealth and authority in Hayti. 

We confidently anticipate that he will meet with no opposition from the 
secular power. For although, by the Constitution of Hayti, “ the Catho- 
lic, Apostolic, and Roman religion, is declared to be that a the govern- 
ment ;” yet the Constitution also says, Art. 49, © ail other religious deno- 
minations are tolerated in the republic, conforming themselves to ‘the laws.” 
And we are assured from undoubted sources, that President Boyer is a de- 
cided friend of religious liberty. 

We hope that the friends of Christ will feel a deep concern for the pros- 
perity of this mission. Pray for our brether, that God would epen to him 
a door of utterance, to speak the mystery of Christ 5; and that the word 
of the Lord may have free course and be glorified, evenas itis with you. 

We would also remind Christians that this undertaking cannot be sustain- 
ed without expense. We therefore, earnestly request them to aid this ob- 
ject, by more liberal contributions to the funds of the Society. 

Since the appointment of Mr. Paul, a letter has been received from a pious 
and intelligent coloured person in Port-au-Prince, expressive of great anxie 
vy that a preacher might be sent to Hayti. The information which he gives 
concerning the state of socicty, and the trials as well as encouragements 
whicha minister may expect, is very interesting —4merican Bap. Mag. 


———s 


Extract of a letter from the Rev. Tuomas Paut, dated “ Port-au-Prince; 
July 16, 1823. 

* T bad an interview with the President, which lasted two hours 3 found 

him much of a gentleman. He treated me with kindness ; but it was with 

some difficulty that I could prevail en him to grant me liberty to: preach 
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Christ on this Island. Iwas compelled to resort to ali the arguments in my 
power,—that it would be for the spiritualand temporal good of thousands of 
precious souls. Itold him what God was doing in the four quarters of the 
world at present, in spreading his word and gospel ; and the happy effects 
that resulted from it ; and that I hoped this Island would not be an excep. 
tion to this happy reform. I told him that there were many in the Island 
who were Protestants, who would not attend to the [established] religion of 
the country ; and that they had, both at the Cape and in this city, earnestly 
requested me to preach, and had spoken for a hall for that purpose. I told 
them, however, that I should decline until I had consulted the Govern. 
ment. The result was, { obtained liberty. God willing, I hope to begin 
next Lord’sday. ‘Bless the Lord, O my soul, and forget not all his henefits’? 
Ina more recent letter, dated “ Cape Haytien, August 6, 1823,° Mr 
Pav writes, — | 
‘JT have had along interview with the President and Heads of Govern 
ment, and have obtained liberty and protection of the Government te 
preach.’"—Chrisiien Watchman. 


AMBOYNA. 


Py a letter from the Rev. J. Kam, we learn that the eight missionaries 
sent from Holland, have all proceeded to the places of their destination, 
so that no missionary now remains at Amboyna, execpt Mr. Kam, who 
says he wants seven or eight more for the Sangir and other islands, &c. 
Mr. Kam expresses great thankfulness for the large supply of the Chinese 
New Testament and Tracts sent him by our missionaries at Malacea, which 
have been thankfully received by the Chinese inhabitants. He is desirous 
of a further supply for the islands of Banda, Ternate, and Menado, to be 
gistributed by the brethren who are now labouring there. 

Mr. Kam refers to an account of the destreetion of idols in the village 
ef Aboru, in the island Karako, in the year 1822. It was communicated 
to the Resident of Karako, by the native schoolmaster, who informs him, 
that on the 1Sth day of January, 1822, he collected together all the in- 
habitants of the Negery (Aboru,) when idolatry, to which they and their 
forefathers had been accustomed, was entirely abclished. This was done 
at five different places; and on the 23d of the same month, some other 
idols were demolished. Also in a forest, a wooden pillar was burned 
down, to which they had been used to pay divine honcurs. In short the 
whole were consumed by fire, or thrown into the sea. Signed Nicholae 
Kirininno. 

Mr. Kam was so delighted by this fresh proof of the power of the truth, 
that he says “ the receiptof ten thousand pounds could not have afforded 
me so much pleasure as the reception of this report.” | 

Mr. K. mentions, in the close of his letter, that the owner of a family 
ef slaves having died, they were to be exposed like the rest of his property 
toa public sale ; but the father of the family being attached to Mr. Kam, 
earnestly requested that he would purchase them, to prevent their being 
publicly sold. Mr. Kam, who found that the man could read, and had 

long ago been baptized at the Sangir islands, and hoping that he might 
become instrumental to their public good, made the purchase for six hun- 
dred rupees. The wife is very desirous of religious instruction ; all dwefl 
ander his roof, and conduct themselygs with propriety —London paper. 
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Yrom the Latter Day Luminary. 


——.- 


. . . . . a *s 
The following Communication was received too late to be inserted in its proper 
place ; but its importance will apologize for its appearance here. 


Mr. Judson'’s journal continued from August 21, 1822. 


After much tedious detention, resulting from our connexion with govern- 
ment, brother Price and myself set out trom Rangoon, on the 28th of Au- 
gust, ina boat furnished at the public expense; andon the 28th of Sept, 
reached Ava, the present capital, a few miles below Ah-mah-rah-pore.~e 
We were immediately introduced to the king, who received brother Price 
very graciously, and made many inquiries about his medical skill, but tools 
yo notice of me, except as interpreter. The atwenwoon Moung Zah, 
however, immediately recognized me, made a few inquiries about my wel- 
fare, ia presence of the king, and after his majesty had withdrawn, con- 
versed a little on religious subjects, and gave me some private encourages 
ment to remain atthe capital. 

Oct. 1.—To-day, the king noticed me for the first time, though I have 

appeared before him nearly every day, since our arrival. After making 
some inquiries, as usual, about brother Price, he added, “And you, in 
black, what are you ? a medical man, too ?’ > « Not a medical man, but 
a teacher of religion, your majesty.” He proceeded to make a few in- 
quiries about my religion, and then put the alarming question, whether any 
had embraced it. I evaded, by saying, “ Not here.” He persisted, 
* Are there any in Rangoon >” “ There are a few.” “ Are they foreigne 
evs 2? [ trembled for the consequences of an answer, which might involve 


} the little church in ruin 3 but the truth must be sacrificed, or the consee 


quences hazarded, and I therefore replied, * ‘There are some foreigners and 


> some Burmans.” He remained silent a few moments, but presently shows 


@ cd that he was not displeased, by asking a great variety of questions on 


religion and geography and astronomy, some of which were answered in 
such a satisfactory manner, as to occasion a general expression of approba- 
tion, in all the court present. After his majesty retired, a than-dau-tsen (a 
royal secretary) entered into conversation, and allowed me to expatiate on 


yseveral topics of the Christian religion, in my usual way. And all this 
' tovk place in the hearing of the very man, now an atwenwoon, who, ma- 
)ny years ago, caused his uncle to ‘be tortured almost to death under the 
iron maul, for renouncing Boodhism and embracing the Roman Catholic re- 
Fligion ! but [knew it not at the time, though, from his age, a stight suspi- 


Pcion of the truth passed across my mind. ‘Thanks to God, for the encou- 


> ragement of thisday. The monarch of the empire has distinctly under- 


) stood, that some of his subjects have embraced the Christian religion, and 


his wrath has been restrained. Let us then hope, that, as he becomes more 
acquainted with the excellence of the religion he will be more and moré 
willing, that his subjects should embrace it. 

Oct. 8 .—Left the boat, and moved into the house ordered to be erected 


for us by the king. A mere temporary shed, however, it proves to be 


scarcely suflicient to screen us from the gaze of the people without, or from 
the rain above. It is situated near the present palace, and joins the enclo- 
sure of Prince M. eldest half-brother of the king. 


Oct. 4.—On our return from the palace, whither we go every mor ring: 


@fter breakfast, Prince M. sent forme. I had seen him once before, im 
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company with brother Price, whom he called for medicel advice. Foe 
day he wished to converse on science and religion. He is a fine youn 

man of twenty-cight, but greatly disfigured by a paralytic affection of the 
arms and legs. Being cut off from the usual sources of amusement, and 
having associated a little with the Portuguese padres, who have lived at 
Ava, ‘he has acquired’a strong taste for foreign science. My communica. 
tions interested him very mich, and § found it dificult to get away, until 
brother Price sent expressly for me to go again to the palace. 

Oct. 15.—F or ten days past, have e been confined wiih the fever and 
ague, ‘Po-day, just able to go to on palace, and have a little conversation 
with some of the court officers. Afterwards visited Prince M. 

Oct. i6—Had a very interesting conversation, in the palace, wit h two 
of the ativenwoons and several officers, on the being of God, and other to. 
pics of the Christian religion. Some of them m: nifested a — of can. 
dour and free enquiry, which greatly encouraged me. 

Oct. 21.—V isited the atwenwocn “Moung ‘L, and had a long conversaticn 
on the religions and eustoms of foreigners, in which ! endeavoured te com- 
municate as muchas possible of the gospel Upon the whole, he appeared 
to be rather favourably disposed, and on my &: aking leave, invited me res- 
pectfuily to visit him occasionally. Thence I procee ded to the palace, bnt 
met with nothing noticeable ; and thenee to the house ef Prince M. with 
whom I had an howr’s uninterr upted conversation. But Lam sorry to find, 
that he is rather amused with the information I give lim, than disposed to g 
consider it a matter of personal concern. 1 presented bim with a traci, 
which he received as a favour 3 aad finally I ventured to ask him, whether 

























































Burman subjects, who should consider and embrace the Christian religion, Hy ! 
would be liable to persecution. Ile replied, “ Not under the reign of my I t 
. brother. He has a good heart, and. wishes all to believe and worship as a 
.. they please. 5 
Oct. 22.—Brother Price went to Ah-mah-rah-pore to meet a centleme m t 
just arrived from Rangoon, who we hope my have letters for us. Maile ir 
an introductory visit to Prince T—, second own brother to the king. He RR} 
received me with the affability which characterises his intereourse with (0- C 
reigners. At night, brother Price returned, with a large parcel of letters 
and magazines and newspapers from our beloved, far distant native land, W 
and what was still more interesting to me, eight sheets from Mrs. Judson, ra 
on her passage towards England, ‘the first direet inte lligence I have received he 
from her, since she left Madras roads. The Divine blessing appears to as 
have crowned her efforts, andthose of the pious captain of the ship, to the 
hopeful conversion of several souls, and among others, the ladies ofa pr 
family of rank, her fellow passengers. At the last date, April 24th, she SO 
 was.under the line, in the Atlantic, and experienced a slight return of her af 
eomplaint, after having long mdulged the hope that it was completely re- RR £° 
moved. A single line from Deng al informs me of the death of our dear ye 


brother Colman, but leaves me ignorant of the particulars. May our Ry ' 
bereaved sister be supported under this haviest of all afflictions ; and may 
the severe loss which the mission has sustained, be sanctified to us all. 

. Oct. 23.—Ilad some pleasant conversation with Moung Z. in the palace 
partly in the hearing of the king. At tength his majesty eame forward, me 
and honoured me with some personal notice for the second time, inquired 

‘Mauch about my country, and authorized me to invite Ameritan ships 
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{o his dominions, assuring them of protection, and offéring every facility 
for the p urge ose of trade. 

Oct. 24.—Visited Moung Z. at his house. He treated me with great re- 
serve, and repelied all attempts at conversation. Afterwards called om 
Prince M. and spent a long time with him and the officers in waiting. The 
whole tract was read before them, by one of the secretaries. In the af- 
ternoon, went out of town to visit Moung Shwa-thah, former viceroy of 
Rangoon. During our absence, Prince M—sent to our house to call me, 
saying thata learned pundit was in attendance, with whom he wished to 
hear me converse. I mention the circumstance as somewhat indicative of 
the Prine’s mind. 

Oct. 25—A tedious, unprofitable day, the forenoon spent in the palace 
{0 no purpose, and the afternoon, with Prince M— and Prince T— at 
their houses, without being able to introduce any religious or useful conver- 
sation. 

Oct. 26—While T lay ill with the fever and ague, some days ago, a 
young man, brother of an officer of Prince M— visited mie, and listened 
to a considerable exposition of gospel truth. Since then, he has occasion- 
ally called, and manifested a desire to hear and know more. This eve- 
ning, he canv to attend our evening worship, and remained conversing till 

Jorclock. I hope that light i is dawning on his mind. He desires to know 
the trut! 1, appears to be, tm some dearer, sensible of his sins, and has some 
slight apprehe nsion of the love and grace of the Lord Jesus Christ. . 

Oct. 23—Spent the forencen w ith Prince M. He obtained for the first 
time (though Ihave explained it to him many times) some view of the na- 
ture of the at mement, and cried out “ good, good.” He then proposed 
a number of objections, which I removed to his aparent satisfaction. Our 


» subse ee conversation turned, as usual, on points of geography and as- 


tronomy. Ile candidiy acknowledged, that he could not resist my argu- 
ments in favour of the C opernican system; and that, if he admitted them, 
le must also admit, that the Boodhist system was overthrown. In the af- 
sernoon visited Prince T. A hopeless case. ; 

Oct. 29——-Made an introductory visit to the great Prince, 80 called, by 


_ way of eminence, being the only brother of the queen, and sustaining: the 


rank of chief atwenwoon. Have frequently met him at the palace, where 
he has treated me rather uncourteously ; and my reception to-day was such 
as I had too much reason to expect. 

Oct. 3G—Spent part of the forenoon with Prince M— and his wile, the. 
princess of S—, own sister of the king. Gave her a copy of Mrs. Jud- 
son’s Buran catechism, with which she was much pleased. They both 
appear to be somewhat attached to me, and say, do not return to Ran- 
goon, but when your wife arrives, call her to Ava. The king will give 
you a piece of ground, on which to build a kyoung (a house appropriated 
tothe residence of sacred characters.) Yn the evening, they sent for me 
again, chiefly on account of an officer of government, to whom they wish- 
ed to introduce me. 

Oct. 31.—Visited the atwenwoon Moung K—, whom I have frequently 
met at the palace, who hastreated me with distinguished candour. He re- 
ceived me very politely, and laying aside his official dignity, entered into a 
Inost spirited dispute, on various points of religion. He pretented to main- - 
tain his ground without the shadow of doubt; but Iam inelined to think 
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that he has serious doubts. We parted in a very friendly manner, and be 


invited me to visit him occasionally. 


Nov. 1.—Visited the Tset-kyah-woongyee, at his particular request, 


with brother Price. He made the usual inguiries, medical and theologic ath, 
and treated us with marked politeness. 

N. B. The woongyees, of which there are four, rank next tothe mem- 
bers of the royal family, being public ministers of state, and forming the 
high court of “the empire. The atwenw oons, of which there are. Six OF se 
yep, may be termed private ministers of state, forming the privy Coun 
cil of the King. Next in rank to the woongyces are the w ‘oondouks, assis. 
tants or deputies of the woongyees. The subordinate officers, both of the 
palace and of the high court, are quite innumerable. 

Nov. 6.—Since the last date, have been confined with another return of 
the fever and ague. | 

Nov. 7.—Ventured to call again on the great Prince, and wasrather be. 
ter received, but had no religious conversation. 

Nov. 11 al isited the than-dau-tsen Moung Tsoo (of Oct. 1st,) and 
spent an hour very agreeably, though unable to introduce religion. He 

manifests more personal friendship, than any other of my Ava aequain 
tances. 

N. B. Understood that, according to the public registers, 40,000 houses 
have removed from Ah-mah-rah-pore to Ava, the new capital, and that 
30,000 remain. The Burmans reckon ten persons, great and small, toa 
house, which gives 700,000 for the whole population of the metropolis of 
Burmah. 

Nov. 12.—Spent the whole forencon with Prince M—and his wift.— 
Made a fuller disclosure than ever before, of the nature cf the Christian re 
ligion, the object of Christians in sending me to this country, my former 
repulse at court, and the reason of it, our exposure to persecution in Ran 
goon, the affair of Moung Shwa.gnong, &c. &e. They entered into my 
views and feelings with considerable interest ; but both said, decidedly, 
that though the king would not himself persecute any one on account of 1 
ligion, he would not give any order exempting from persecution, but would 
leave his st —_ throughout the empire, to the regular administration of 
tiie local authorities. 

After giving the Prince a succinct account of my religious experience, | 
ventured to warn him of his danger, and urge him to nike the Christian ree 
ligion his immediate personal concern. ‘He appeared, for a moment, to 
feel the force of what I said, but soon replied, “ Lam yet young, only twen 
ty-eizht. lam desirous of studying all the foreign arts and sciences. My 

mind will then be enlarged, and I shall be capable of judging whethe r the 
Christian religion be true or not.” “ But suppose your highness changes 
worlds in the mean time.” [is countenance again fell. “ It is true,’ ’ said 
he, “ I know not when I shall die.” I suggested, that it would be well to 
pray to God for light, which, if obtained, would enable him at once to dix 
tinguish between truth and falsehood ; and so we parted. ©, Fountain of 
Light ! shed down one ray.into the mind of this amiable Prince, that he 

may become a patron of thine infant cause, and inherit an cternal crown. 

Nov. 14.—Another interview with Prince M—~. He seemed at one time 
almost ready to give up the religion of Gaudama, and listened, with much 

eagerness and pleasure, to the evidences of the Christian religion, Bat 
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presently two Burman teachers came in, with whom he immrediately join- 
ed, and contradicted all f said. 

Nov. 18.—Visited the princess of T—, at her particular request. She 
is the eldest own sister of the king, and therefore, aceording to Burman 
laws, consigned to perpetual celibacy. She had heard of me from her 
brother-in-law, Prince Nim, and wished to converse on science and religion. 
Her cinef officer and the mayor of the eity were present ; and we carried 
on a desultory conversation, such as necessarily takes place on the first in- 
terview. Ler highness treated me with uncommon affability and respect, 
and invited me to call frequently. 

Nov. 26.—Have been confined since the 2ist, with a third attack of the 
fever and ague. ‘fo-day went to the palace, and presented a petition for & 
ceriain piece of ground within the walls of the town, “to build a kyoung: 
on.” ‘Lhe king granted it, on condition that the ground should be tound 
unoccupied. 

Nov. 28.—Spent the whole day at the palace, in endeavouring to secure 
the ground petitioned for. At night, the land measurer general’s secretary 
accuimpanied me to ascertain the premises, and make out a plan of the 
place. 
Nov. 29.—'The land measurer cencral reported to the atwenwoons, that 
the cround was not actually occupied, but having been the site of a kyeoung, 
when formerly the city was the seat of government, must be considered sa- 
cred and unalienable ; in which opinion nearly all the atwenwoons coinci- 
ded, notwithstanding the king’s decision to the contrary. { 

itad an interesting interview with Prince M—, and presented him with a 
copy of the three last chapters of Matthew, im complianee with his wish to 
heave au account of the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ. He appear- 
ed concerned for our failure to-day in the privy council, but still maintained, 
that though the ground was sacred, it might with propriety be given to a 
priest, though not a priest of Gaudama, and advised me te make another ap- 
plication to the king. 

Dee. at —I[have had nothing scarcely of a missionary nature to notice, 
siice the fast date, having been employed most of the time (that is, in the in- 
tervals of two more attacks of fever and ague) in endeavouring to procure 
a piece of ground within the city, but have been defeated at every point.— 
At one time, I had received the king’s positive order for the place above- 
peers and, at considerable expense, passed it through the privy coun- 
cil and the supreme court, as far as the chief woongyee ; but as soon as he 
saw it, he disputed its propriety ; and at the next morning levee, which he 
smmmoned me to attend, he civily told his majesty that the ground was sa- 
cred, and ought net to be given away. ‘Three of the atwenwoons joine d 
him. The king at first remai ined silent ; but at length said, “ Well, give 
him some vacant spot.” And thus was the order exnciiladl: As for the 
vacant spot, if we are seal all sacred ground, I believe it will be nmpos- 
sible to find it within the walls either of the inner or the outer city, such ts 
the immense demand for places, occasioned by the perpetual emigration from 
the obd city. 

In prosecuting this business, I had one noticeable interview with the 
king. Brother Price, and two English gentlemen were present. The 
king appeared to be attracted by our number, and came toward us ; but his 


<dnversation. was directed chicily to mt: He again inguired about. the 
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Burmans who had embraced my religion, “ Are they real Burmans? Do 


they dress like other Burmans ©” &c. I had occasion to remark, that I 
preached every Sunday. “ What! in Burman?” Yes. “ Let us hear 
how youpreach.” I hesitated. An atwenwoon repeated the order. I be- 
gan with a form of worship which first ascribes glor y to God, and then de- 
clares the commands of the law of the gospel; after which I stopt. “ Go 
on,” said another atwenwoon, The whole court was profoundly silent. I 
proceeded with a few sentences declarative of the perfections of God, when 
his majesty’s curiosity was satisfied, and he interrupted me. In the course 
of subsequent conversation, he asked what I had to say of Gaudama. I re- 


plied, that we all knew he was the son of the king Thog-dau-dah-nah ; 


that we regarded him as a wise man and a great preacher, but did not call 
him God. “ Thatis right,” said Moung K. N. an atwenwoon who bas not 
hitherto appeared very friendly to me ; and he proceeded to relate the sub- 
stance of along communication which I lately made to him in the privy 
council room, about God and Christ, &c. And this he did, in a very clear 
and satisfactory manner, so that I had scarcely a single correction to make 
in his statement. Moung Z, encouraged by all this, really began to take the 
side of God, before his majesty, and said, “ Nearly all the world, your ma- 
jesty, believe i inan eternal God ; all, except Burmah and Siam, these little 
spots !” His majesty remained silent ; and after some other desultory in- 
quiries, he abruptly arose and retired. 

Jan. 2d.—To-day IL informed the king, that it was my intention to return 
to Rangoon. “ Will you proceed theuce to your own country * Only 
to Rangoon.’ ? His majesty gave an acquiescing nod. The atw enwoon 
Moung Z— inquired “ Will you both go, or will the doctor remain?” I 
said thathe would remain. Brother Price made some remarks on. the ap 
proaching hot season, and the inconvenience of our present situation ; on 
which Moung Z—, infer ring that it was on account of the climate that I was 
about leaving, turned to me , saying, “* Then you will return here atier the 
hot season.”” I looked at p ‘king, and said, thatif it was convenient, I 
would return ; which his majesty again sanctioned by an acquiescing nod 
and smile, and in reply to brother Price said, “ Let a place be given him.” 
Brother Price, however, thinks of retaining the small place on which we 
now live, for medical purposes, and getting a place at Chagaing, on the op- 
posite side of the river, for his permanent residence. 

In the eveniug had a long conversation with Moung Z—, on religion. — 
He believes that there is an ‘eternal God, and that Gaudama pune Christ and 
Mahomet, and others, are great te: acher: s, Who communicated as mach truth 
respectively as they could ; but that their communications are not the word 
of God. I pressed my arguments as far as I dared: but he seemed to have 
reflected much on the subject, and to have become quite scttled and inflexi- 
ble in his conclusions. Ile may be called a Deistic Bocdhist, the first I 
have metin thecountry. On parting, however, he remarked, “ This isa 
deep and difficult subject. Do you, teacher, consider further, ‘a I alse 
will consider.” 

Jan. 7th.—Among the many places which I endeavoured in vain to pro- 
eure, was asmall one, (suflicient for one family only,) pleasantly situated on 
the banks of the river, just without the walls of the town, and about a mile 
from the palace. But it had been appropriated by the chief woongyee, and 
partly fenced in, with the intention of building a temporary zayat for his re- 
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creation and refreshment, when accompanying the king in that quarter of the 
city, and was, therefore, placed beyond any reasonable hope of attainment. 
Among other desperate attempts, however, I wrote a short petition, askingr 
for that place, and begging leave to express my gratitude by presenting a 
certain sum of money. It was necessary to put this into his own hand; and 
I was, therefore, obliged to follow him ‘about, and watch his mov ements, 
for two or three days, ‘until a favourable opportunity occurred, when he was 
apart from al] his retinue. I seized the moment, presented myself before 
him, aud held up the paper. He read it and smiled—*“ You are indefatiga~ 
ble in your search after a place. But you cannot have that. It is for my own 
use. Norif otherwise, could you get it for money. Search further.” I 
now concluded to return to Rangoon for the present, and wait until the 
town should be settled, when, as all inform me, I shall be able te accome 
date myself better. I ‘accordingly informed the king of my purpose, as 
mentioned above, and began to look abeout fora boat. In the mean time, it 
occurred to me, to make a “ seventh attempt to fix the thread,” and I sought 
another interview with the chief woongyee, a being who is reafty more dif 
ficult of aceess than the king himself. ‘This evening I was so fortunate as 
to find him at his house, lying down surrounded by forty or fifty of his peo- 
ple. I pressed forward into the foremost rank, and placed myself in a pro- 
per attitude. Aftera while his eye fell upon me, and { held up a smalt bottle 
of eau de luce, and desired to present it. One of his cffieers earried it to 
him. He happened to be much pleased with it, and sat upright—“ What 
kind of a house do you intend to build” I told him, but added, “I have no 
place to build on, my lord.” [He remained in a meditating attitude a few 
moments, and then suddenly replied, “ If you want the little enclosure, 
take tt /” | expressed my gratitude. Iie began to take more notice of me 
—inquired about my character and profession—and then entered, with con- 
siderable spirit, on the subject of religion. After some conversation, he de- 
sired a specimen of my mode of worship and om hing ; and I was obliged 
to repeat much more than I did before the king; for whenever I desisted, 
he ordered me to goon. When his curtusity Was satisfied, he lay down, 
and I quietly retired. 

Jan. 8th.—Afier taking the best advice, Burman and foreign, I weighed 
out the sum of money mentioned in the private petition, together with the 
estimated expense of fencing the place given me by the woo:1; gyee, and in 
the evening carried it to his house, w here I was again fortunate in finding 
him in the same position as yesterday evening. A few noblemen and their 

attendants were present, which prevented me from immediately producing 
the money. His excellency soon took notice of me, and from 7 o’clock 
till 9, the time was chiefly occupied i in conversation on religious subjects. — 
J found opportunity to bring forward some of my favourite arguments, onc 
of which, in particular, seemed to carry conviction te the minds of all pre- 
sent, and extorted, fromthe great man, an expression of praise—such praise 
however, as is indicative of surprise, rather than approbation. When the 
company retired, my people at thre outer door overheard one say to another, 
“* Is it not pleasant to hear this foreign teacher converse on religion ?” “ Ay,’” 
said the other, © but his doctrines are derogatory to the honour of lord 
Gaudama.” When they were gone, F presented the mony, saying that I 
_wished to defray the expense of feneing the ground, which had been gra- 
ciously gives me. His excellency was “pleased with the offer, but gently 
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declined accepting any thing. He then looked steadly at me, as if to 
penetrate into the motives of my conduct, and recollecting the mararvres 
of the first english settlers in Bengal, thought ke had discovered something 
—<“ Understand, teacher, that we do not give you the entire owning of this 
ground. We take no recompense, lestit become Americanterritory, We 
give it to you for your present residence only; and, when you go away’ 
svudltake itagain.” “ Whea I go away, my lord, those at whose expense 
the house is to be built, will desire to place another teacher in my stead.” 
“ Very well; let him also occupy the place ; but when he dies, or when 
there is no teacher, we will take it.” “ Inthat case, my Lord take it.” 

Jan. 10.—Spentthe whole of yesterday aud to-day with variotis sec- 
retaries and officers of government, in getting actual possession of the 
ground given me. 

Jan. 13.—Builta small house, and stationed one of the disciples and fa- 
mily, to keep the place during my absence. | 

Jan. 1%.—Removed to Chagaing, into a house which Prince M—has al- 
lowed brother Price to build on his ground, in expectation that a change of 
air and residence would relieve me from the fever and ague, under which 
I suffer nearly every other day. It is my intention, however, to return to 
Rangoon, the time being nearly expired, which ! at first proposed to stay at 
Ava, and the ends for which I came up being sufficiently gained. 

Jan. 22.—Took leave of Prince M—. He desired me to return soon, 
and bring with me all the Christian Scriptures, and translate thei into Lure 
man’; “ for,” said he, “ I wish to read them all.” 

Jan. 24.—Went to take leave of the king, in company with Mr. L., col- 
lector of the portof Rangeon, who arrived last evening. We sat a few 
moments conversing together. What are you talking about >” said his 
majesty. “ He is speaking of his return to Rangoon,” replied Mr. L.— 
® What does he return for ? Let him not réturn. Let them both (that is, 
brother Price and myself,) stay together. If one goes away, the other 
must remain alone, and will be unhappy.” “ He wishes to go fora shor 
time, replied Mr. L. “to bring his wite, the female teacher, and his goods, 
not having brought any thing with himthis time ; and he will return soon.” 
His majesty looked at me, “‘ Will you then come again 7” [renlied in the 
affirmative. ‘“ When you come again, is.it your intention to remain perm:- 
nently, or will vou go back and forth as foreigners commonly do ?”— 
* When [ come again, it is my intention to remain permanently.” “ Very 
well,” said his majesty, and withdrew into his inner apartment. 

Heard to day of the death of Mah Myat-la, sister of Mah-Men-la, one 
of the most steadfast of the church in Rangoon. 

Jan. 25.—Embarked on a smail boat, intending to go day and night, 
and touch no where, in order to avoid the robbers, of which we have lately 
had alarming accounts. * 

Feb. 2d.—At one o'clock in the morning, reached Rangoon, seven davs 
from Ava. i rote’ , 

The Nan-dau-gong disciples soon came over from Dah-lah, on the Opporite side 
of the river, whither they ard the Pah-tsocan-douag disciples and inquirers have ta- 
ken refuge, to escape the heavy taxations and the illecal barrassments of every kind, 
allowed under the new viceroy of Rangoon. Others of the disciples have fled else- 
where, so that there Is nota single one remaining in Rangoon, except three or four 
withus. The Nan-dau-yong disciples’ bouse has beer demolished. and their place 
taken by government, at the instigation of their neighbours, who hate theua on ace 
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ceant of their reficion. Mah Myat-la died before the removal. Wer sister gave me 
the particulars of her death. Some of her last expressions were---“ I put my trust 
in Jesus Christ---I Jove to pray to him---am not afraid of death---shall soon be with 
Christ in Heaven.’ 

A letter from Mrs. Judson, in England, informs me, that she is going to Ameri 
ea, and will not be here under several months. I propose, therefore, waiting hep 
return, end occupying the iaterval im finishing the translation of the New Teste 
went. 

== 


SANDWICH ISLANDS MISSION. 
Extract of a Letter from the King,—Composed and written wholly by 
himself, dated “Oanv, Marcn 18, 1823. 

“ You nave heard perhaps before ; but I will make it more clearly known, 
for your information ; our gods in former time were wooden gods, even in 
the time of my father befure me ; but lately, in my time, I have cast away 
the wooden gods. Good indeed was my casting them away, before the 
arriving here of Mr. Bingham and Mr. Thurston, together with all the 
company of instructors. 

“Qur common Father hath loved you all. Benevolent also was Jesus 
Christ, that in speaking unto you, he should say unto you, “ Go ye, teach 
all nations, pro claim the Good Word of Salvation.” The ministers came 
hither, also, to do good to us, and we have been exceedingly glad.—More- 
over, at some future period, perhaps, we may possibly become truly good. 
We are now observing the Sacred Day, of the great God of heaven, the 
Author of our salvation. 

" Spontan: eous was your love in your thinking of us, andin your sending 
hither, to this place. Had you not sent hither the teachers, extreme men- 
tal darkness would even now have pervaded all our islands. But no. 
Youn have kindiv compassionated us ;—and the peeple of our few islands 
are becoming enlightened. 

Grateful affection to you all. May you and we be saved by Jehovah, 
and also by Jesus Christ our common Lord. 

; ‘TAMEHAMERA, King of Haveaii.” 

It will be observed that the king signs his name Tamehameha. ‘The rea 

son is, that in public documents, he takes the name of his father. 


CEYLON MISSION, 

The number of natives received at Tillipally as members of the church, 
is ten. Five reside at the station, three are connected with other stations in 
the mission, and two are absent on a visit to their friends. Mr. Poor ree 
marks, that no decisive evidence appears, that any one of them has, either 
in heart or life, apostatized from the faith. Mr. Poor usually preaches three 
times on the Lord’s-day, and Nicholas, a native, usually preaches twice, 
and speaks several hours in the afternoon in conversing with the people in 
the surrounding villages. Mr. Winslow preaches alternately every Sabbath 
at Mallagum, a very important place for the introduction of the gospel. 
The number of common native free schools is nine, containing 355 boys, 
About 275 attend daily. The boarding school for girls contains six, and 35 
other girls are instructed in schools connected with this station. 

The W esleyans i in Jaffna have erected a very large aud handsome cha- 
pel. to be opened in February. 

The Church Missionary Society are establishing a large printing estaby 
tishment at Ne!lore.—CaAristian Watchman 
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Domestic, 


THOUGHTS ON THE STATE OF RELIGION IN THE U. 
STATES. 

Tuere is nothing in which good men are more likely to mistake than in 
judging of religion. This error probably arises from the preponderating 
influence of our feelings. Hence we are too prone to judge according to 

the degree of excitement, or depression that we feel at the time. 

Tt was undoubtedly in a moment of despondency, that the prophet Eli- 
jah uttered those deep and eloomy apprehensions respecting the state of 
religion inhis day. “¥ have,” said he, “been very jealous for the Lord 
God of Hosts; because the chill dren of Israel have forsaken thy covenant, 
thrown down thine altars, and slain thy prophets with the swor d, and L, 
even f only am left ; and they seek my life to take it away.” Sucha de- 
claration as this, coming from such authority, was enough to overwhehn the 
hopes of thousae ds, and sink them in all the gloom of despondeney. cut 








" we are happy to learn that the prophet greatly erred in judging ; that these 
dark forebodings were soon removed, and his soul cheered by a amore cor- 


rect and enlarged view of thereal state of religion among the people. In- 
stead of his being left alone, the Lord said to him, “] hav e left me seven 


‘thousand in Israel, all the knees that have not bowed unto Baal.” How 


encouraging the prospect now appears ! 

Tt is not uncommon whea error is sufiered to prevail to any considerable 
extent, for christians to indulge their fears to an improper degree ; they 
seem to forget the Apostie’s exhortation, “ cast not away therefore your 
confidence, which hath great recompense of reward.”? By giving heed to 
those evil suggestions, before they are aware, their confidence is under- 
mined, their faith begins to waver, and they are almost ready to vive up the 
cause for lost. Such would do well to consider what Christ said to Peter, 
On this rock I will build my church, and tae gates of hell shall not pre- 
vail against it.” 

On the other hand. when a religious excitement has prevailed to a con- 
siderable degree, and large numbers have been brought to bow to the Me- 
siah, many have concluded that the glorious miilenial day had commenced ; 
and ‘that all. the world would soon be converted to God! Both of these 
mistakes, so opposite toeach other, arise from the different state of feeling 
possessed by the different partics. We impeach not the motives of either. 

Who does not recollect the very melancholy and degrading view given 
of the religious state of our country a few years since, by a respectable 
minister in a neighbouring State? "That five eights of the people were 
without any proper religious instruction! Only three thousand conmpetent 
teachers were allowed to eight millions of people. According to anothey, 
our condition is still worse, for he allows only two thousand competent 
teachers, to a population of eight millions anda half! “ Such, then, (says 
one of these theological writers) is the state of our nation ; more deplora- 
bly destitute of religious instruction, than any other chrintion nation under 
heaven!” But by what standard is the competency of ministers to be tri- 
ed? Not bythe bible! Not bythe experience of ages! Not by the ef- 
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fects of their preaching as accompanied by the agency of the Holy Spirit ; 
but by their supposed knowledge of Hebrew and ‘ireek. 

Let us now attend to the remarks of an English writer. “ Mr. Bristed, 
who has resided long enough in this country to make a comparative view, 
maintains, that throughout the United States, pure evangelical religion is 
much more generally diffused, than within the pale of the church estab- 
lishment in Eneland ; ; that the standard of morals is higher, that the uum- 
ber of religious institutions exceeds, if possible, those of england ; and that 
the principal religious denominations are making conjoined and vigorous 


efforts to increase the provision of ministers, by the formation of theologi- 


cal seminaries.’’ 
This same gentleman gives the following estimate of the number of min- 
isters in Amevica. 





Methodist travelling preachers, 1,900 
do. local preachers, 4,000 
Baptist preechers, 3,000 
Congregational preachers, 1,600 
Presbyterian, 1,500 
Episcopal, 300 
All other denominations, 600 
Making a total of 11,800 


It these remarks of Mr. Bristed are correct, (and to say the least, there 
is a high probability that they are) we have abundant reason to congratu- 
jate our country, on her present prosperous condition, and to offer our 
grateful acknowledgments to God, for his goodness in thus far prospering 
our feeble efforts for the advancement of his holy cause in the world. 

The good work of the Spirit is still going on in almost every part of our 
land. ‘The Columbian Star of July 26, states the prevalence cf this good 
work in more than twenty towns, and that in these there has already been 
little short of one thousand baptized, on a profession of faith. 


To the foregoing we add the following : 

Extract of a letter from the Rev. Hosea Holcombe, to a Gentleman in 
Washington Citu, dated Jonesporoucn, (Ala.) May 23, 1823. 
PADGETT’S 5 CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH. 

This church, long since my first recollection, was very small, and with- 
out any minister ; ‘and difficulties pot stay in upon them like a flood, and 
seemed like swallowing them up. Phey alled for ministerial aid from a 
distance, with other helps to advise ders what todo. ‘The helps came, and 
when their case was made known, they appeared to be on the verge of 
breaking up, and becoming extinct ; when one member, (William Wil- 
banks,) addressed them as follows :—* Brethren let us try to keep house 
as long as we can, and when we find that we cannot do it any longer, then 
we will dissolve.” They heard with attention, and agreed to make the 
trial. Ina short time a few were added to their number, and ere long a 
preacher was raised up among them, viz. John Putnam, and after him, 
Spencer Bobo, and Thomas Greer. The first two have gone to receive 
their reward ; the latter is still labouring among them. ‘They began to 
prosper ; and since the difficulties above named were removed, it has ex- 
perienced several precious revivals; three hundred and thirty-cight were 
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added in one year by baptism, their number was five hundred and nine. 
It has been the fruitful mother of not less than five or six different churches, 
and raised up eight or ten preachers, and their number at present is con 


siderable. 


or trees 


From the Gospel Palladium. 
“ THIS IS A DAY OF GOOD TIDINGS.” 


The following extract of a letter from one of our correspondents, dated 
“ Newport, * Aug. 28, 1823,” will aflord our readers a coneise and in- 
teresting account of the work of God in that town. 

“ When you were here the work had already begun among the Metlro- 
dists—Brethren had discovered “ the signs of the tiines,”—a few awoke 
from their slumber and began to call upon the name of the Lerd. Elder 
S. Clough visited us, and his coming was like the coming of Titus. tie 
laboured zealously, and his labours were abundanily blessed. Mectings 
were held frequently and were crowded,—the number of anxious and en- 
quiring was multiplied. At nearly every meeting some souls were deliver- 
ed; the utmost decorum has been ‘observed and the meetings have been pe- 
culiarly solemn. ‘Those who have been hopetully brought to the light have 
generally manifested a deep sense of sin, and subsequently, an humble re- 
liance on the merits of Christ. 

Last Lord’s day was a solemn and interesting season; at § o’clock, A. 
M. we assembled at the water side. A large concourse of people attend led, 
and after singing, the throne of Grace was addressed in a devout and ap- 
propriate prayer, by Elder William Gammell, Pastor of the 2d Baptist 
Church, and eight persons were baptized by Elder Michael Eddy, Pastow 
of the first Baptist Church. Of those to whom the ordinance was admin- 
istered, five were males, and three females—four of the number were 
heads of. families. In the evening they were all received into the fellow- 
ship of the first Baptist Church.—’ Phe work is stil progressing without 
the least abatement and we are encouraged to cry mightily unto the Lord 
that the work may not subside, until subjects can no longer be found. At 


present the work is principally with the latter church, yet pleasing indica- 


tions in other societies are visible. About twenty-five have obtained an ev- 


idence of sins for giv Ch. 


Extract of a letter, froma friend in Mlinois, dated 
JuLy, 25, 1823. 

” Religion in this quarter of the world, begins to revive alittle. There 
ts a revival in Crawford County, on the east side of this state 7 about 40 
have been baptized. Another gracious revival has lately taken place in the 
settlements on Shoal Creek, in Montgomery and Bond counties; and there 
is some unuswal attention in Sangamon. I have baptized four in St. Louis, 
since the first of May, and one in Bonhomine settlement, thirty miles 
west. In the latter settlement, there are very favourable appearances ; on 
my last visit, I found fourteen persons under serious Impressions. The 
Emancipators* or Friends of Humanity, as they call themselves, are pret 
ty successful. They have baptized a number the present season. 








* The Emancipators are those who are directly opposed to holding slaves, and 
we should be happy if all Christians were uaited with them in this respect Editors. 
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From the Christian Watchman. 
DEATH OF MR. WARD. 

The following affecting intelligence, which it is our me: lancholy duty 
this day to announce, is a solemn testimony to the importance of our Sae 
viours command, FY ork while the day lasts ; for the night comcth in which 
no man can work. ‘The death of such men as Mr. Wz ard, whilst it is an 
impressive admonition to those stothful professors, who “are at ease in Zi- 
on,” imposes new and increasing duties on the friends of Missions. We 
look back, however, with pleasure, on the disinterested example of devo- 
tedness to Christ, which his life exhibits ; and we hope the retrospect will 
excite new ardour in the breast of every christian, to imitate his “ work of 
faith, his labour of love, and his patience of hope.” 

Death of the Rev. Wiltiam Ward, of Serampore-—The following is 
a copy of a note from Dr. Carey, to the Baptist Missionaries at Calcutta, 
announcing the above. affecting intelligence. Mr. Ward had heen ill but 
one day. “The fatal disease was the cholera morbus :-— 

‘** Gur dear brother Ward breathed his last about half an hour ago, viz. 
quarter before five o’clock, and will be committed to the grave to-morrow 
evening. It will be a comfort under our affliction, tosee any of our breth- 
ren from Calcutta, on that painful occasion. 

“fam, very affectionately, yours, 
‘ March 7, 1823. #w. CAREY.” 
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BLOG HRADINE. 


MEMOIR OF ELDER . JONATHAN FERRIS. 


On Jonathan, thou wast siain in thy high places. I am distressed for 
thee,:my brother Jonathan: very pleasant hast thou been unto me. 


Religion in its operations on the human mind, is designed to produce a 
portrait of the divine character ; and in what, can we more clearly disco 
ver the lovely perfections of eur adorable Savicur, than in the virtuous, 
and upright lives of his dear children in this world. In reviewing the con- 
duct of those who have appeared eminent in piety, and have now taken 
their departure into the eternal world ; the religious traits in their character 
shine forth in the most vivid colours, and produce a fascinating eflect on 
the mind of the observer, and imperceptibly lead to the great Fountain 
of all moral beauty. Examples produce greater effects than precepts. For 
this reason the spirit of inspiration has favoured us with the previous traits, 
in the lives of holy menof old. ‘Theexample is worthy of imitation. For 
“the Righteous shall be had in everlasting remembrance.” 

Elder JonaTHAN Ferris, was the son of Deacon Israel Ferris ; ; and 
was born in Stamford, Dutchess co. N. Y. on the 25th of April, 1778. 
From a child, he was a subject of scrious impressions ; he at length ob- 
tained a satisfactory evidence of his adoption, and in the year 17 796, was 
baptized by Elder Elkanah Holmes, then a missionary among the Indians. 
He was the first person that was baptized in the town of Norwich, Chenan- 
goco. N. Y. Soon after his baptism, a church arose in that tow n, with 
which he united. 

He was married to Miss Rhoda Purdy, daughter of Deacon James Pur- 
dy, of Plymouth, Chenango co. N. ¥. in 1798. May 28th, 1803, he re- 
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eeived a license from the church to improve his gift in preaching. And 
August 25th, 1808, he was set apart to the work of the Gospel ministry iu 
the church in North Norwich, by solemn ordination. He continued his 
pastoral labours with this church, until Oct. 25th, 1817. His labours in 
this place, were greatly blessed to the edification of the people of God, 
and the awakening of sinners. ‘There was from year to year, a gradual 
increase of numbers in the church. But in the years of 1810 and li,a 
glorious revival took place, during which eighty-three precious souls were 
added to the church; many of w hom were of the youth. In this precious 
season of divine influence, his soul was on the wing ; rejoicing in the glo. 
rious triumph of divine grace ; ard labouring incessant! y with God to pro- 
mote the glorious cause of the divine Redeemer. In 1816, it pleased the 
Lord, again to pour out his spirit on this church and society, which pro- 
duced an addition of sixty souls to the church. About the same time a 
shower of divine influences descended on the village of Norwich, which 
caused an accession of one hundred and one members to the church in that 
place. In this revival, Br. F. was very active, and exceeding useful; he 
baptized nearly all the new members, as their pastor, Elder J. Randall, 
was unable to administer, by reason of a dislocation of his shoulder. But 
in the midst of his useful labours in this vicinity, providence seemed to cal] 
upon him to relinquish his pastoral charge. Accordingly on the 25th of 
Oct. 1817, he gave in his resignation, and removed to Milo in the county 
of Ontario, N. “¥. Here he was called upon to take the Pastoral care of 
the church in Milo and Jerusalem. In this relation he continued until the 
time of his melancholy exit. His labours in this vicinity, were greatly 
blessed, especially the last year, in which he was called upon to baptize 
a large number in Pultney. 

But it pleased the Sovereign disposer of all events, to present him with 
@ bitter cup, of which he must drink. For on the 6th of September, 1820, 
the desire of his eyes, the wife of his youth, was called from these mortal 
shores to the enjoyment of brighter pleasures in the world above. The 
stroke was heavy, yet with due submission he bowed to the will of God. 
On the occasion he writes thus, “ After being wedded to her about 22 years, 
death hath dissolved the connexion, and left me with seven motherless 
children, and a large circle of relatives and friends to mourn under the be- 
reaving providence. I know, O Lord, that thy judgments are right, and 
thou in faithfulness hast afilicted me.” In 1821, he married the widow 
Rachael Roberts, a worthy member of the church in Moutgomery, Penn. 
under the pastoral care of the Rev. Silas Hough. In this woman he found 
an agreeable companion, a kind mother to his children, and a rea! helper 
in the gospel. But this happy family were not allowed long to enjoy each 
other ; for on Tuesday the 17th of June, 1823, about 4 o'clock, P. M. 
a cloud arose, from the south-west, highly charged with the electric fluid, 
and seemed to pass over, but soon returned again ; the lightning and thun- 
der were incessant. Br. F. observed the clouds h: ada singular appearance, 
and seemed anxious to watch their movements, and frequently went to the 
door, until requested by his daughter to come away ; ne came and took a 
seat by her, but in a moment left the seat, and went to the window ; but as 
he was stooping to look out, the angel of ‘death arrayed in flames, gave the 
fatal stroke, and his soul took its departure in a chariot of fire ; and we 
trust, that as Elijah did, he ascended to the realms of glory. The explo- 
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sion damaged the house very much, but no other person received any last- 
ing injury. His daughter’s apron was set on fire, and when the neighbours 
entered, they found his clothes burning but could perceive no signs of life 
in him. 

He was interred on the following day, when an approonriate discourse was 
delivered by Elder Amos Chase, to a large and deeply affected congrega- 
tion, from Psalm XII. i. “ Help Lord, for the Godly man ceaseth, for the 
faithful fail from among the children of men.” ~ 

He had for some time previous to his death, been exercised with an une 
usual concern for the souls of his fellow men, and preached with much 
freedom and fervency on the distinguishing doctrines of the gospel. On 
the Sabbath before his death, he preached three sermons with much power, 
seeming to his hearers to possess unusual liberty of thought and utterance. 
His last text was in Acts XX, xxi. “ Testifying both to the Jews and alsa 
to the Greeks, repentance toward God and faith toward our Lord Jesus 
Christ.” His labours were divided between three distinct congregations, 
among two of which some hopeful appearances cheered his heart, while the 
one with which he was locally situated, seemed to remain unaffected under 
his pious and faithful admonitions, and pathetic prayers. This circumstance 
wr. to try his faith, and to move him to tears, but God still chose to hide 
from him the thing which he intended to do for that people, and called him 
to cease from his labours and enter into his rest. 

On the sabbath following this melancholy providence the people appeared 
much affected ; the saints were roused to a sense of their duty, and strength- 
ened to take up their cross and come up to the help of the Lord, notwith- 
standing He had removed their under shepherd from them, while sinners, 
impressed with the thoughts of Death, Judgment, and Eternity, cried what 
shall we do! and some, in view of the misimprovement of their time and 
neglect of his ministry, reproached themselves, saying, “ How often has he 
warned us of our danger, and prayed for our souls, and we regarded it not !”” 
About twenty on that day rose up in the congregation, and asked the 
prayers of God’s people for them. A subsequent account states that many 
souls there have been hopefully brought into gospel liberty, some had been 
baptized, and the work was still progressing. 

As a husband and parent, he was exemplary, kind, and affectionate ; 
as a friend, faithful and sincere ; as a Christian, meek and holy ; and being 
favoured with a melodious voice, he might be considered as one of the sweet 
singers in Israel. ile took great delight 3 in singing the praises of God.— 

Asa minister, although his preaching talents were not above mediocrity, 
he was sound in the faith, and a firm advocate of the doctrine of free grace. 
As a pastor, he was exemplary, gently leading the flock, and feeding them 
with the sincere milk of the word—alw ays endeavouring to maintain peace 
and harmony in the church. Being diffident and unassuming, he was al- 
ways ready to ask and receive council of his brethren. Such was this valu- 
able man: and in view of the circumstance of his death, cut off in the midst 
of his usefulness, we are led to admire and wonder at the Divine administra- 
tion ; yet it becomes us to be still and know that he is God, and submit all 
to Him 


‘“ Who works in a mysterious way, 
His wonders to perform ; 

lie plants his footsteps in the sea, 
And rides upon the storm.’ 
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- DONATIONS. 
Philadelphia Bible Society, fifty New Testaments, $18 7% 
General Government, 412 50 
Catherine Ellis, Manlius, 5Q 
Mrs. Stone, do 25 
Ralph Eaton, do a book, 35 
Ezekiel Newton, Locke, i 





Cnet 
From the London Home Missionary Magazine 
My soul, what otight 1 to have done 
To save a kinsman’s soul from wo ?-— 


Is there a toil my hands should shun > 
Answer my heart—it answers no. 


What have I done lost souls to save ! 
Ah mem’ry ! little can I trace; 

Where is my zeal those toils to brave, 
Though all is claim’d by Sov’reigu grace } 


What can Ido? my busy mind 
Awake, nor lingering lie ; 

Whilst thou art still, in ease reclin’d, 
Thousands of sinners hopeless die } 


What am Ibound to do? Ah, what, 

For HiM, who sav’d me from despair 
Shall Calv’ ry ’s scene be e’er forgot 

By one whose soul was ransom’d there ? 


What has the zeal of others done, 
Nor check’d by toils, nor climes, nor seasé 


What laurels for their Master w on, 
While I enjoy inglorious ease 7 


What do the world around expect 

From one who boasts of sins forgiv’n ? 
Shall I a neighbour’s soul neglect, 

When taught myself the way to heaven? 


What, when I tread the verge of death. 
Will be ma y last, my anxious cry ? 
Would I had spent life’s fleeting breath 

Jesus my Lord to glorify. 


Tis not too late ;—my soul arise, 

The pleasing work of love pursue > 
My soul on aid divine relies, 

For HIM I yet may something de. 








